Copy of Letter Written by Wife of Nelson Buck after he went Missing In 
Nebraska 


Nelson Buck was a pioneer resident of Pontiac, Illinois, and he was a land surveyor. He got a 
government contract to survey in Nebraska. He recruited local Pontiac young men to go with him on 
this adventure. 


The short version of this story is that Nelson Buck and his band of young men went missing, and were 
presumed to be killed by the Indians. The whole story is recounted in the 1878 Livingston County 
History Book (Illinois). 


I discovered this letter when reviewing the archives of the Livington County (Illinois) Historical 
Society. It is shown on the following pages. 


Dale C. Maley 
President — Livingston County Historical Society 
April 2024 
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